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that they will be the ancestors of the next generation.
A system which should equalise the advantages of
the energetic and the helpless would begin by
demoralising, and would very soon lead to an unpre-
cedented intensification of the struggle for existence.
The probable result of a ruthless socialism would be
the adoption of very severe means for suppressing
those who did not contribute their share of work.
But, in any case, as it seems, we never get away or
break away from the inevitable fact. If individual
ends could be suppressed, if every man worked for
the good of society as energetically as for his own,
we should still feel the absolute necessity of pro-
portioning the whole body to the whole supplies
obtainable from the planet, and to preserve the
equilibrium of mankind relatively to the rest of
nature. That day is probably distant; but even upon
that hypothesis the-struggle for existence would still
be with us, and/f^re would be the same necessity for
preserving thefifitest and killing out, as gently as
might be, thosb^ho were unfit